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Kansas City Jazz Ambassadors (KCJA) was Kansas City's first, and remains its longest running nonprofit 

organization dedicated to the promotion and perpetuation of jazz. Jazz Ambassadors enables jazz 

education through the Tommy Ruskin Memorial Scholarship Fund. KCJA pays jazz studies funds 

for young people from age five through college, focusing on community programs that offer a 

positive alternative to disadvantaged youth.  

 

Jazz Ambassadors promotes jazz by supporting performances. Jazz Ambassadors underwrites 

creative jazz programs with a Kansas City connection. 

 

Jazz Ambassadors provides financial and emotional support to Kansas City jazz musicians in times 

of immediate financial crisis or medical emergency.  

 

Jazz Ambassadors supports musicians advancing in age. As jazz musicians, they forfeited the 

security of corporate benefits to give this wonderful music to a grateful society. Some older 

musicians move into assisted living; some have no family; and few have adequate resources to live 

past their active careers. Kansas City Jazz Ambassadors is there for them with financial assistance 

for their care, honoring their service, and keeping them connected to the rest of the jazz community 

they love and that loves them back.  

 

Jazz Ambassadors welcomes support to carry out these worthy endeavors, enabling dedicated 

people to continue this great legacy of “America’s Classical Music” here in Kansas City – one of 

the original four cornerstones of American jazz. 

 

 

https://www.kcjazzambassadors.org

https://www.facebook.com/kcjazzambassadors
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