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We send a special thanks to all that attended and/or performed at the JAM Awards. It
was so gracious of AJM and Jill Johnson to allow us to have our event in the GEM. The
new sound system, the piano, and the spaciousness of the hall really makes it fun.

Pat Jordan and Associates brought this room into focus a quarter of a century ago.
It is more than fitting that Pat is sponsoring this event and that she is in attendance
to see the community developing within our various jazz organizations.

AJM, Blues Society, Folly, Jazz ALIVE, KCJA, KCJO, and UMKC & others are
consorting to bring attention to our city’s wonderful music scene. Stay Hip, Dave
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F I A N ' ST vocalist, and composer, Jackie
» Myers is an exacting presence

in any musical aggregation. She has great ideas. She

knows how to implement them.
continued
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JACKIE MYERS conminuep

Growing up in the nation’s capital, Jackie made
her way to Austin, Texas. After integrating into that
vital music scene, she became very busy touring,
doing local performance, and creating musical ar-
rangements, some for a Buster Keaton film Festival.
Jackie knows how to keep herself busy.

The possibility of a steady gig at Green Lady
Lounge brought Jackie to Kansas City. When we
first met, Jackie had purchased a home in Kansas
City, remodeling it mostly herself. She was finishing

up the large work for silent movies (to be used in
Austin) and had just become the Musical Director
for the syndicated radio program, “12th Street
Jump.” (following Joe Cartwright & Paul Roberts)

Some six or seven years later, Jackie has added
many new dimensions to her already busy routine.

-,

©2025 Darvel McKaig

With, “What About the Butterfly,” her 2025 - 577
Records release, Jackie Myers is breaking new mu-
sical ground. Yes, it is a jazz recording . . . ground
breaking new jazz.
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A dozen seasoned musicians are featured on
“Butterflies,” including compelling solos from
Bobby Watson, Trent Austin, and bassist Seth Lee.
Shining brightly on top of this mountain of sound
is Jackie’s brilliant keyboard performance and her
iconic vocals.

The more I listen, the more I love what I hear.
Reminiscent of Esperanza Spaulding and Norah
Jones, Jackie Myers adds her own soulful take on
everything she decides to take on. I don’t believe
that there is a musical style she wouldn’t give a go,
if the opportunity presented itself.

Jackie Myers can be heard on almost 10 al-
bums these days. Her live shows treat audiences
to Myers’ innovative keyboard work and her bluesy
vocals, and at other times Myers” shows are purely
instrumental.

Performing as part of a duo, trio, quartet, or
quintet, she is typically joined by some of the best

musicians offered by any locale. In 2018 she added
the Hammond B3 organ to her bag-of-talents.

The first time I encountered Jackie in a blues
roadhouse I was taken back by her ‘chops’ on the
organ, more than keeping up with one of Kansas
City’s most decorated blues artists - Nick Schne-
belen, however she assured me this was not a new
direction. She is dedicated to jazz.

Jackie Myers’ is a versatile and competent musi-
cian. Her direction on “What About the Butterfly”
is positive and satisfying to the listener, and the
2025 recording is an outstanding direction to take
her talent as a featured performer.

—Editor

John and Alice Blegen
Lorin Crenshaw
Mark Edelman and Karin Lichterman
Nelson and Mary Ellen Farney
Mike and Debra Gerken
Steven and Patricia Hargrave
Gayle Hobbs
Linda McShann Gerber
Edward K Morris

Bob and Bridget Bagby - B & B Theatres

Sarah and Jim Weitzel
Randell L. Sedlacek & Mary F. Ventura
Bob and Pat Rodina
Paul and Sara Smith
Tom and Geri
Fred Slough & Pat Housh
Dan Sturdevant
Robert & Mary Wurtz

Kansas City Jazz Orchestra

|AZ7

AMBASSADORS
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CORY WEEDS MEETS CHRIS HAZELTON
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Cory Weeds ¢ Chris Hazelton Live as Good Sports in a Huey Lewis
Shine - 11.9.25 at Westport Theater in KCMO”

It was by far the coldest Fall day of this late
2025 hour. A most perfect time for some of that
Canadian energy front to come slipping in for an

unforgettable afternoon of music aloft a strange
pop twist.

Welcome to Boop Bop Bing Bash! at Westport
Theater on November 9, 2025 as the jazz titan from
Vancouver, Canada in Cory Weeds teamed up
with the equally busy and talented KC B3 Master
Chris Hazelton. Along for the wild ride was veteran

by Joe Dimino
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New York City Drummer Rudy Petschauer and a
young Canadian guitar phenom in David Rourke
rounding out the quartet. As a unit, they looked
like cats doing this together for decades.

The group just arrived that AM full of jet lag
from a show the day before in Phoenix, Arizona.
They went from warmth outside to a warmth inside
the KC listening room chalk with charm. In their
travel weary bones, you wouldn’t have noticed any
hitch as the energy level remained at 11 throughout
the show.

That packed gallery of folks hung on curious-
ly with anticipation as one of the biggest names
in the jazz world hit the sax with a deft presence
and entertaining chops. Along with the allure and

Photo by Cory Weeds, Chairman Cellar Music Group

comedic stage comfort of Hazelton, together they
anchored a stage brimming with charm and swing.

The crux of the show was that they’re working
on refining their chemistry for a recording session
that will take place in a few weeks at a Vancouver
studio. It was also highlighting their touring prow-
ess mastering Huey Lewis & The News tunes from
the iconic 1983 album, Sports.

As Corey noted on stage during some memora-
ble banter, he said around 2013 that he and Chris
were on tour in an old van that had a CD of Huey
Lewis ala Sports stuck in the chamber. They had
joked around about how cool the tunes would be
under a jazz gloss. Twelve years later, it’s coming to
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BOOP BOP BING BASH conminued

full fruition as they tested it out to a very receptive
crowd.

Hazelton is a magician on stage making every-
one around him better and giving the crowd the
goods in every possible way. Cory does the exact

Photo by Cory Weeds, Chairman Cellar Music Group

same as the former owner of the iconic Cellar Live
and current jazz magician. Two modern masters
riffing off each other. As a quartet collective with
wholly different jazz paths and little time together,

they gelled and gave that crowd an unforgettable
afternoon of music.

Cory noted that his 16-year-old Chiefs loving
song said it would be hard to fill a place at 3 o'clock
on a Sunday, but the Chiefs just happened to have
a bye-week. All the while, the jazz stars shone with
some truly major league jazz. I'm surprised that
there wasn’t a line for this show ala the 1980s to
see Huey Lewis & The News wrapping around the
block to get inside.

As that full room swayed over the course of
an hour-and-a-half set, we all knew how lucky we
were to be witnessing that eclectic assemblage of
pop quirk and brilliant jazz execution.

Once the dust cleared after the closing tune,
the ecstatic musicians mingled with the crowd
clinging onto a high energy hoping for it to survive
a lot longer. We were told that this new album will
be coming out in around a year from now. The
excitement dispensed in that room will be bottled
up and crystallized forever into a recording that we
will all get to live again and again.

Immortalizing is the jazz way. On that after-
noon in all the abject improv, forever was in the
works.

They proved on that small Sunday afternoon
that jazz has always been alive.

Show Recap:
Cory Weeds meets Chris Hazelton in Boop Bop
Bing Bash!! in KCMO at Westport Theater - 11.9.25
youtu.be/gibmQ-OZdJk i
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Jeff Shirley Trio

Live at Green Lady Lounge

(3 October 2025)

Jeff Shirley’s new album is
catchy and energetic. Recorded _j
live at Green Lady Lounge (KC),
the album captures the spirit of
this hip venue. All originals, the
album features the strong, seamless
interplay of Shirley (electric guitar),
Seth Lee (upright bass), and Anto-
nio Reyes (drums).

Shirley’s playing has a warm
presence, like fine whiskey in a
glass with just the right amount of ice. It’s well-
aged playing,.

“Pve always wanted to grow more,” said Shirley
about his process and this album in a Neon Jazz
interview. “Some people come out amazing at a
young age. Even after college, I didn’t feel like I
was the best guitarist...But I've always loved the
growth process...If were practicing the way we
should be, (growth shows). ...I never leave the
house without playing the guitar...Even in the last
year, ['ve grown a lot...And I want to show people
I wasn’t the person I was ten years ago.”

Shirley is backed well by Reyes on drums. It’s
duet-like. Reyes comps softly, but with perfect ac-
cent and attack. Some may feel, but not hear, the
subtlety, but it’s there, much like an understated

DECEMBER 2025 + JANUARY 2026 -
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tOR THE RECORD

upright bass. Reyes provides per-
fect transitions between seams in
the tunes, such as his occasional
buttery press rolls between the
solo and the head. On “Above the
Weather,” Reyes’s rolls on the hi-
hat and cymbals are perfect tasty
embellishments, like frosting on
a wedding cake. Reyes’s solo on
“Zebu,” the last track, hat-tips
Clyde Stubblefield, James Brown’s
drummer, in this “funky drummer” solo, which
is understated, but oh so tasty. Additionally, Seth
Lee is an anchor on bass. He grooves hard and is
confident and flawless. The three in this trio work
perfectly together.

Shirley’s tunes not only groove hard, but are
also often clever. The head of “Gerkins Sister Tem-
ple” appears to reference the iconic Underworld
Theme in Super Mario Brothers. But it’s not just
in jest, it’s in groove—catchy, infectious, and fun.

Shirley talked about his wish for this album, to
create something memorable and an escape for his
listener, a way to leave behind the cares and tedium.
“Wanting to create something magical, like I felt as
a listener years ago, finding a few moments that are

continued on page 11
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HOLDING THE HORN IN A HISTORIC TOWN

If you've been out to hear live music in Kansas
City over the past eight years—or attended an event
with a live band—there’s a decent chance you've
caught a glimpse of me holding a tenor saxophone.
Maybe you were at a wedding where the sax solo
somehow upstaged the cake. Yeah, that was me.
Perhaps you went salsa dancing on Mass Street in
Lawrence and saw some white guy blowing wild
lines over those hip-thrusting grooves...guilty
again. Or maybe you caught a classic rock cover
band at Knuckleheads, Lenexa City Center, or The
Aztec and wondered who nailed those sax features.
Yours truly. And if you've seen AmeriFloyd lately,
that’s Max on sax hitting those solos like it’s 1973.

Every Thursday night, you can find me at PS
Speakeasy, playing alongside vocalist Baby ] and
a rotation of top-notch KC musicians like Brian
Ruskin, Parker Woolworth, and Rich Hill. It’s
got a fantastic vibe, a great bar staff, and a crowd
that tends to listen. They let me roam free on the
tenor, and

I'm grateful. That gig’s been going strong for
three years now.

Outside of that steady spot, I've been known to
pop up at The Phoenix, Black Dolphin, Chaz on
the Plaza, and Riverwood Winery, among others.

I've shared the stage with local heavyweights
like Chris Hazelton, Joe Cartwright, Millie Ed-
wards, and Stan Kessler. One of the joys of being
on the Kansas City scene is how my weekly lineup
changes a little every week. Each gig brings a new
mix of energy and chemistry. That’s part of the
magic here. KC’s deep musical roots enrich every-

HEAVY ON THE SCENE

thing we do, and I think it’s important we keep
celebrating and evangelizing that history.

Beyond performing, you might catch me on
your radio dial. I recently started as a substitute jazz
DJ at 90.1 FM KKFI. I also co-host The Jazz Jam
Podcast with my longtime friend and keyboardist,
Dwain Gunnels, where we review albums and talk
shop. And at The Jazz Academy inside the Gem
Theater, I've been teaching, helping young musi-
cians find their sound.

I believe in having a big tone on the horn and
saying something when you solo. The same goes
for teaching, writing, and radio hosting. So next
time you see a man with a sax in Kansas City, it

just might be Max Levy holding the horn.

Max Levy
JAM Award winner 2024
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Cheers!

Pictured here is John McKergow
with his favorite beer Labatt's Blue to
christen the moment that his daughter
Tracey Ostebo hand delivered him a
copy of JAM magazine commemo-
rating their April dream trip to KC
to catch the Count Basie Orchestra in
person. He was over the moon to get
the issue and as Tracey noted.. "Dad
toasting his new-found celebrity with
a beer."

FOR THE RECORD continued

really special,” said Shirley, “that is something to
hope for. Creating something that leaves the daily
stressors behind is something to strive for, so the
listener can escape the day to day.” Shitley captures
that magic with this album.

This is an album you can play over and over,
and it will give you energy, a boost. It already does
for me. As Shirley said, “If someone’s at the Green
Lady, they can ask for it (the album)...or even at
Green Lady dot com.” You can also get the album
on prevalent streaming services. (Get it.) |

s lived here while attending
Topeka High School. Well kept two story within

walking distance to State Capitol. 3bdr 2 baths,
has been the Friends meeting house for the last
few decades. Available for $80,000.
Marshall Barber 785 969 4986
Licensed Agent with Valley Inc Realtors
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DOWNTOWN WEST BOTTOMS

The American Reserve @ The Ambassador Hotel
1111 Grand Blvd, KCMO 64106
www.theamericanreserve.com

Johnnie's Jazz Bar & Grille
1400 Main St, KCMO 64105 (816) 601-4248
www.johnniesjazzbarandgrillatthepowerandlightdistrict.com/welcome

Lonnie's Reno Club @ The Ambassador Hotel

(816)298-7700

1111 Grand Boulevard, KCMO 64106..........c.coverereerecrrrnnnns (816) 326-7897
www.lonniesrenoclub.com

The Majestic
931 Broadway Blvd, KCMO 64105 (816) 221-5299

majestickc.com

The Phoenix
302 West 8th St, KCMO 64105
www.thephoenixkc.com

PS Speakeasy @ Hotel Philips
106 West 12th St, KCMO 64105
www.ps1931.com

The Savoy @ Hotel Savoy Kansas City

(816)221-5299

(816)221-7000

219 W 19th St, KCMO 64105 (816)443-4260
www.thesavoykc.com

Voo Lounge @ Muehlebach Hotel
1214 Baltimore Ave, KCMO 64105 (816)802-7015

www.vookansascity.com

NORTH KC

Christine's Firehouse
2012 Swift Street, KCMO 64116
christines-firehouse.cafe-encore.com
Cinder Block Brewery
110 East 18th Ave, North KCMO 64116 ......covevencveoecerrecnens (816) 298-6555
cinderblockbrewery.com
Knuckleheads
2715 Rochester Ave, KCMO 64120
tickets.knuckleheadskc.com
Prima Facie Bistro & Market
12 E 1st St, Parkville, MO 64152
www.primaparkville.com
Restless Spirits Distilling Company
109 E 18th Ave, North KCMO 64116..........covcvumrccrivnecencienns (816) 492-6868
restlessspiritsdistilling.com

(816) 255-2343

(816) 483-1456

(816)777-6315

JAZZ DISTRICT

CROSSROADS

UPTOWN

The Blue Room
1600 E 18th St, KCMO 64108
www.americanjazzmuseum.org/blue-room

Mutual Musician Foundation
1823 Highland Ave, KCMO 64108
www.themutualmusiciansfoundation.com

The Pit @ Gates Barbeque
1221 Brooklyn Ave, KCMO 64127 (816) 483-3880
www.facebook.com/events/gates-bar-b-g/the-pit/628089682815901

Vine Street Brewing
2010 Vine St, KCMO 64108
vinestbrewing.com

(816)474-8463

(816)471-5212

(816)231-0799

In the Lowest Ferns
1105 Hickory St, KCMO 64101
www.nomada-us.com/projects/in-the-lowest-ferns
The Ship
1221 Union Ave, MO 64101
www.theshipkc.com

(816)471-7447

1587 Prime @ Loews Kansas City Hotel
1500 Baltimore Avenue, KCMO 64108...........ccocrvvverreernrrennes (913) 222-8891
1587prime.com

Black Dolphin
1813 Grand Blvd, KCMO 64108
blackdolphinlounge.com
Green Lady Lounge
1809 Grand Boulevard, KCMO 64108...........ccccoovevveverrerne (816) 215-2954
greenladylounge.com
Lifted Spirits Distillery
1734 Cherry St, KCMO 64108
www.liftedspiritskc.com

(816) 215-2954

(816) 866-1734

Jazz, A Louisiana Kitchen
1823 West 39th St, KCMO 64111
www.jazzkitchen.com

Sherri's Executive Lounge
3834 Genessee St, KCMO 64111
www.sherrislounge.com

Swifts Cajun Cuisine
3415 Main Street, KCMO 64111
http://www.swiftscajuncuisine.com

Union on the Hill
2976 Gillham Road, KCMO 64108
uniononthehill.com

Upcycle Piano Craft
3945 Main St, KCMO 64111
www.upcyclepianocraft.com/music-community

Uptown Lounge
3420 Troost Ave, KCMO 64109
uptownloungekc.com

Urban Restaurant
3420 Troost Ave, KCMO 64109
www.urbanontroost.com

Westport Theater @ Green Room Burgers & Beer
4010 Pennsylvania Ave, KCMO
www.westportcoffeehouse.com

(816) 531-5556

(608)770-4320

(816)226-8411

(816) 298-6047

(816) 289.0800

(816) 503-6921

(816) 503-6921

(816)756-3222
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PLAZA KANSAS CITY, KS

Café Trio
4558 Main Street, KCMO 64111
www.cafetriokc.com

Chaz on the Plaza @ The Raphael Hotel
325 Ward Pkwy, KCMO 64112
www.raphaelkc.com/chazontheplaza

Eddie V's Prime Seafood
700 West 47th St, KCMO 64112
www.eddiev.com/home

The Fountain Room @ Whole Foods Market
301 E 51st St, KCMO 64112
www.facebook.com/TheFountainRoomKC

Stock Hill
4800 Main St, KCMO 64112
www.stockhillkc.com

SOUTH KANSAS CITY

BB's Lawnside Blues & BBQ
1205 East 85th St, KCMO 64131
bbslawnsidebbg.com

KC Bier Co.

310 W 79th St, KCMO 64114
kebier.com

The Piano Room
332 West 75th St, KCMO 64114
pianoroomonline.com

Plate Italiano Moderno - Brookside
701 E 63rd St Suite 100, KCMO 64131 .....coomvevenciirncerrecnens
www.platekc.com/plate-restaurant-brookside

JOHNSON COUNTY, KS

Bamboo Penny's
5270 W 116th PI, Leawood, KS 66211...........cocevvererrrerrenene
www.bamboopennys.com

French Market
6943 Tomahawk Rd, Prairie Village, KS.........cccoveeerevnnernennnne
frenchmarketkc.com

Homer's Coffeehouse
7126 West 80th Street, OPKS 66204 .............ccccoovverrrrerrenens
homerscoffeehouse.com

The Market at Meadowbrook
4901 Meadowbrook Pkwy
Prairie Village, KS 66207
themarketkc.com

McGregor's Butcher and Bistro
11300 W 135th St, OPKS 66221
www.mcgregorsbutcherandbistro.com

Scratch Gourmet Kitchen
3939 W 69th Terrace, Prairie Village, KS 66208..............ccc.....
www.scratchgourmet.com

Sullivan's Steakhouse
4501 W 119th St, Leawood, KS 66209...........cc.covvvrerrvcerernrenns
www.sullivanssteakhouse.com/leawood

(816) 756-3227

(816)756-3800

(816) 531-2537

(816)708-3700

(816) 895-8400

(816) 822-7427

(816) 214-8691

(816) 363-8722

(816) 775-0098

(833)998-4988

(913) 362-0803

(913)381-6022

(913) 329-8000

(913)766-0100

(913) 766-6021

(913)345-0800

Jazz, A Louisiana Kitchen

1859 Village West Parkway, KCK 66111.......cocvveumvermccrerenens (913) 328-0003
www.jazzkitchen.com

The Shop Cigar Lounge
407 N 6th St, KCK 66101 (913) 354-2592

www.theshopcigarlounge.com

LAWRENCE, KS

Eighth Street Taproom
801 New Hampshire, Lawrence, KS 66044 .............ccconvevnene. (785)841-6918
www.facebook.com/eighthstreettaproom

Elmo's Tavern
508 Locust St, Lawrence, KS 66044
www.facebook.com/elmostavern
Genovese Italian Restaurant
712 Massachusetts St, Lawrence, KS 66044........................... (785) 424-7270
genoveseitalianks.com

Liberty Small Lounge @ Liberty Hall

(785) 856-0539

644 Massachusetts St, Lawrence, KS 66044.............ccevvenne. (785)749-1972
www.liberty-hall.com

Lucia
1016 Massachusetts St, Lawrence, KS 66044......................... (785) 865-4055

www.lucialawrence.com

Maceli's Lounge
1031 New Hampshire, Lawrence, KS 66044 ..............cccn.... (785) 331-2096
www.facebook.com/macelisbanquethallandcatering

Northside Social
444 Locust St, Lawrence, KS 66044
www.facebook.com/northsidesocial.lfk

Replay Lounge
741 Massachusetts, Lawrence, KS 66044..............oeeeeerennn.e. (785) 856-3483
www.replaylounge.com

LEE’S SUMMIT, MD

(785) 218-8609

The 1909 Club
25 SE 3rd St, Lee's Summit, MO 64063.............oovevrevrerennee. (816) 678-7901
givedrink.com

Jazzy B's BBQ
320 SW Blue Pkwy, Lee's Summit, MO 64063 ...........cocceunen. (816) 272-0654

jazzybsdiner.com

Marina 27 Steak & Seafood
22 A Street, Lake Lotawana, MO 64086.............ccoveveeverennnee. (816) 578-4400
www.marina27.com

LIBERTY, MO

Corbin Theater
502 North Water St, Liberty MO 64068..........cc...conrvererverrennne (816) 529-4988
corbintheatre.org/event/jazz-at-the-garrison

Johnnie's Jazz Bar & Grille
1903 Victory Drive, Liberty, MO 64068.............cooccceurrecerrenens (816) 792-2675
www.johnnieskc.com/welcome
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The true rhythm all began for up and coming
KC bassist Sebastian Arias in the beautiful land
of Costa Rica. His dream of eventually coming
to America began early on and bounded through
unexpected events to his current spot on the scene.

“I started playing music when I was nine. I
didn't start with bass. It was with the guitar,” Se-
bastian said. “Then I switched to electric bass when
I was 11 and picked up the acoustic bass when I
was about 13.”

He was more or less trained on classical music,
but salsa and native sounds were always a part of his
tapestry. His broad music palette started very early
and he saw how all of those tributaries of music led
to the jazz waterfall.

“I feel like getting that kind of background
gave me some kind of advantage because at the
end of the day, jazz and salsa come from the same
sources.” Sebastian said.

His first foray into the United States was in
Summer of 2014 when he attended the Benny
Golson Jazz Festival and spent a life altering week
soaking in the jazz craft with the likes of Carl Al-
len, Rodney Whitaker, Rodney Jones and Reggie
Thomas. That was when the proverbial jazz light
clicked on.

“The workshop kind of turned out to be a huge
point for me. Seeing all these like super experienced
players at that age was my first encounter in seeing
real jazz life,” Sebastian recalled. “It just left a crazy
impression on me. By the end of the week, I felt like
I might just have to commit to jazz.”

From there, at 18 he moved to Utah to pursue
his dream of studying music in America, and got his
Bachelor’s Degree in Commercial Music from Snow
College after being recruited by Philip Kuehn. Un-
der the sage instruction of teacher Philip, he would
really get his jazz chops hustling. As such, he would
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FROM COSTA RICA TO KC continued

become an active player in the Salt Lake City jazz
and pop scene during that time.
“Carl Allen was a part of that camp and I began

developing a relationship with him for the past 10
or 11 years, as he would regularly visit my school
in Utah every year” Sebastian said. “Shortly after
finishing my undergrad, he gave me a call and
asked me if I was interested in getting my Masters
at UMKC. I felt like it was a good idea, as I always
wanted to further my studies with him”

In 2023, he made the move to study under Carl
and other acclaimed instructors like Eric Hitt, Jeff
Harshbarger, Peter Schlamb, among others. Along
with the classroom, he is hitting
two years on the KC jazz circuit
becoming a vital part of the
local scene.

Many of his early influences
were via camp, yet he felt the
urge to explore on his own.
That’s when he ran into some
seminal gems that would form
his own voice.

“I didn't really have any-
body kind of tell me what
records to listen to. I stumbled
across some classics and also
got into the trilogy records by
Chick Corea,” Sebastian said.
“The amount of times that I lis-
tened to that record with Chick
Corea, Christian McBride and
Brian Blade was insane. It was
hard to not see Christian Mc-
Bride as one of my main heroes
and influences.”

In 2024, he was selected
to attend the prestigious JAS
Academy in Aspen and would
work under the artistic direc-
tion of Christian McBride.
He also got to perform with
Grammy-winning singer Lisa
Fischer and receive some top-
notch instruction from the likes
of Shelly Berg, Chuck Bergeron
and Brian Lynch.

“I felt like moving to Kansas City was a great
next step to get thrown into a more established and
bigger jazz community,” Sebastian noted. “For the
past two years, I have focused on developing an
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identity as a jazz bass player. I have gotten so many
chances to play in Kansas City.”

When he sums up the feeling of being firmly
in the scene in KC, he feels very lucky.

“You know, with bass players there's always a
shortage almost everywhere. That was kind of an
advantage for me. I would say that it was kind of
easy for me to start playing when I moved here,”
Sebastian said. “I felt super welcomed by the com-
munity and feel like I'm a part of the family now.”

He has made his way through a number of local
clubs playing with veterans like Matt Villinger,
Stephen Martin, Adam Larson, Stan Kessler and
Joe Cartwright. Sebastian has always been very
cognizant of the rich history Kansas City has as the
place where jazz grew. Yet, the tradition deepens all
the time. He knows he is a part of the deepening
lineage of quality KC history.

“I definitely feel a responsibility to maintain the
integrity of the town’s history. That means doing my
best in every musical situation that I am a part of,”
Sebastian said. “I feel like without the historical and
cultural context, I would argue that Kansas City
wouldn't have the scene that it has now.”

Down the line, Sebastian feels an urge to
expand in a town like New York or Los Angeles,
but he always wants to maintain Kansas City as a
special sort of home.

“I think about all these great artists that came
through here or who were born here and I feel like
it means for me that I kind of have to step it up a
level to respect the integrity of the music,” Sebastian
noted. “No matter where I end up, I always want
to have that connection to KC and come back and
continue to be a part of the community. I don't
think there is any way I could separate that from
the future, you know.

At the end of the day, he feels like he is playing
his part in the intricate wirings of the KC scene.

“I'm the dude that's bringing it every time.
Giving it all with no fear and no excuses. One of
my biggest roles as a bass player is to make sure ev-
erybody else sounds good,” Sebastian said. “Trying

to be the ultimate team player that brings good
energy to the bands that I play with.”

He loves being part of something greater than
himself and that is the music. No matter what stage
he slips into during his career, it’s going to come
through the way he plays. His honesty is his gift.

“I feel like I'm a part of the family now. That’s
where you want to get to. Where you kind of feel
like you are some kind of piece that's a part of the
puzzle in the community,” Sebastian said. “I'm just
really grateful to be doing this full time right now.
Kansas City is home.”

Everything Sebastian:
sebastianariasmusic.com
Full Sebastian Arias Neon Jazz Interview Links:
youtu.be/9XXL8K109tc
open.spotify.com/episode/0FvA2X1hJf20G-
7zXLZIgRI?si=8DUkI6VDSdgmWCyBF HwScCﬁ
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AWARDS GALA

at the Historic Gem Theater
November 30, 2025
Live Music from Past Winners &
Current Nominees

The following pages
include some of this
year's hominees.
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Westport Theater (Oct 22, 2025) Nominee Brett Jackson

KCKCC Performing Arts Center (Oct 16, 2025)

Nominee Brqd Gregory

- . The Blue Room (Aug 29, 2025)

Nominee Bryan Hicks
Maceli’s Lounge (Jun 27, 2025)
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Nominee Chuck qudi-x
Lonnie’s Reno Club (May 16, 2024)

Nominee Charles Williams

The Market at Meadowbrook (Mar 22, 2025)

Nominee beborah Brown Chalis 'N |
Folly Theater (May 17, 2024) The Blue Room (Augeg] _—
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2025 JAM AWARD NOMINEES

FRVORITE KC VOCALIST FRVORITE KC TRUMPETER FAVORITE KC SAXOPHONIST
Deborah Brown Pete Carroll Brett Jackson
Emily Dix Tommy Johnson Jr. Pete Fucinaro
Paula Saunders Nate Nall Ernest Melton
Vanessa Thomas Chalis O'Neal Houston Smith
FRVORITE KC BRSSIST FRVORITE KC PIANIST FAVORITE KC TROMBONIST
Carly Atwood Desmond Mason Earlie Braggs
Blair Bryant Eddie Moore Ryan Kadesh Flow Davis
Jordan Faught Michael Pagan Asa Martin
James Ward Charles Williams Brian Scarborough
FRVORITE KC GUITRRIST FRVORITE KC KEYBORRD/ORGANIST FRVORITE KC DRUMMER
Jamie Anderson Ven Bergdall John Kizilarmut
Zach Arias Chris Hazelton Brian Steever
Danny Embry Ken Lovern Jaylen Ward
Matt Hopper Paul Roberts Kenny Watson Jr
FAVORITE KC JAZL BAND FRVORITE KC JAZL CLUB FAVORITE KC JAZL CONCERT VENUE
Eclipse Chaz Kauffman Center
Marcus Lewis Big Band Johnnie's Jazz Bar and Girill Midwest Trust Center
The Reyes Brothers The Blue Room The Folly Theater
The Waldo Jazz Collective Upcycle Piano Craft Westport Coffee House
FRVORITE JAZL ENTERTRINER FRVORITE KC JAZZ RADIO PERSONALITY  FRVORITE KC INSTRUMENTALIST/SINGER
Alex Abramovitz Gerald Dunn Bryan Hicks
Amber Flutienastiness Underwood Brad Gregory Everette Freeman
Eboni Fondren Chuck Haddix Jackie Myers
Lonnie McFadden Jeff Harshbarger Jazzy Jazz Miyagi
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WEEzs Dorrel Mekag

Nominee Ven Bergdall | =R SR025 Dasrel McKaig

Maceli’s (Jun 27, 2025) Nominee Earlie Braggs

The Blue Room (Sept 14, 2025)

e e

Nominee Nate Nall
Westport Theater (Jun 8, 2025)

Nominee Pqul| Roberts
The Blue Room (Sep 14, 2025)
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Nominee Jackie Myers
The Blue Room (Apr 18, 2025)

Nominee ousto;\ Smith
The Blue Room (24 Oct, 2025)

Woody Hesman
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If you haven't already done so,
become a member, sponsor or
advertiser with the KC Jazz
Ambassadors today to help us
achieve our mission of supporting
local jazz musicians and the
venues where they play. A
premium membership includes a
copy of the new and

improved JAM delivered

to you bi-monthly!
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Nominee Tommy Johnson Jr
Maceli’s (Jun 27, 2025)

Nominee John Kizilarmut
The Ship (Aug 15, 2025)

Nominee Jordan Faught

24 The Black Dolphin (Jul 30, 2025)
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TIMELESS

In Memory of Eugene C. Hall

NEVER TOO MUCH!

| TRIBUTE Te) LITTHER BANIRCESS

fenet. Lee Lomgsion and frivnds

SHAKEN, NOT STIRRED:
A 007 JAZZ CONCERT

£ 300 Py T bbbk LI

SINGLE TICKETS AVAILABLE 6/23 TICKETS: KCJ0.0RG @KANSASCITYJAZZORCHESTRA




S THE SOUND OF

COMMONITY !

HUF vansas city

HKFEI hnansas city

kKikfi.org




